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President  Benson  Coming 


FOR  several  weeks  plans  have  been  form- 
ing for  a  visit  to  the  South  African 
Mission  by  President  Ezra  Taft  Benson,  of 
the  European  Mission  and  a  member  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles  of  the  Church,  and  his 
Secretary,  Frederick  W.  Babbel.  This  will 
be  the  first  such  honour  ever  to  be  granted 
this  mission.  \Vc  all  look  forward  with 
much  joy  and  anticipation  to  this  great 
pleasure.  At  present  the  plans  are  :  they 
will  arrive  in  Durban  by  flying  boat,  Tues- 
day, September  10th,  and  that  evening  a 
meeting  with  all  the  members  and  friends  in 
the  Natal  District  will  be  held;  Wednesday, 
the  11th,  the  journey  will  be  down  the 
South  Coast  and  through  the  Transkei  ; 
Thursday,  the  12th,  the  meeting  will  be  with 
all  the  members  and  friends  in  East  London, 
and  Friday,  the  13th,  in  Port  Elizabeth; 
Saturday,  the  trip  will  be  made  to  Cape 
Town  and  Conference  and  meetings  will  be 
through  Sunday,  the  loth,  Monday,  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday;  Thursday,  the  19th, 
President  Benson's  party  will  fly  to  Johan- 
nesburg ;  Transvaal  District  Conference  will 
be  held  Sunday,  September  jj.  They  will 
be  in  the  Transvaal  District  till  Wednesday 
morning,  the  25th  of  September,  when 
President  Benson  and  Brother  Babbel  will 
leave  also  by  air  for  London. 

These  are  tentative  plans  and  we  expect 

very  little  change  will  be  necessary.        \\  e 

urge   the   members   of    the    Church    to    take 

note  of  these  dates  and  to  do  their  utmost 

(Continued  on  page  99.) 
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"The  Field  is  White  Already  to 

Harvest" 

By  JOSEPH   FIELDING  SMITH   Of  The  Council  Of  The  Twelve 

Address  delivered  at  the  Sunday  morning  session  of  the  116th  annual  genera]  conference 

.April  7,   1946,  in  the  Tabernacle. 


MV  beloved  brethren  and  sisters,  I  feel 
very  dependenl  upon  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  and  your  faith  while  1  stand  here  be- 
fore you.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal 
aboul  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  and  the 
burden  which  is  upon  us  to  carry  this  mes- 
sage to  the  world.  I  would  like  to  add  a 
few  words  in   regard   to  this  responsibility 


Elder  Joseph  Eielding  Smith. 

and  something  in  regard  to  the  condition  oJ 

the  world  into  which  we  are  sent. 

Adam   was  commanded  by  our   Father   in 

heaven  to  teach  his  children  the  everlasting 

truth.  We     read     in     the     scriptures     the 

following  : — 

And  Adam  and  Eve  blessed  the  name 
of  God  and  the}'  made  all  things  known 
unto  their  sons  and  their  daughters.  And 
Satan  came  among  them,  saying  :  I  am 
also  a  son  of  God;  and  he  commanded 
them  saying  :  Believe  it  not  ;  and  they  be- 
lieved it  not,  and  they  loved  Satan  more 
than  God.  And  men  began  from  that 
time     forth     to    be    carnal,     sensual,     and 

devilish.       (Pearl    of    Great     Price,    Moses 

5:12-13.) 


So  they  turned  away  from  the  truth  unto 
the  worship  of  all  manner  of  false  doctrines 
and  gods,  refusing  to  hearken  to  the  pro- 
phets that  were  sent  among  them,  and  it 
became  necessary  for  the  Lord  to  bring  in 
the  flood  upon  them  and  cleanse  the  earth 
of  its  iniquity.  Once  again  the  world 
started  out  with  just  one  family,  and  as  men 
began  to  spread  upon  the  face  of  the  earth, 
they  were  taught  by  the  prophets  and  were 
given  revelation  from  the  Almighty ;  but 
they,  too,  in  course  of  time  rebelled  and  set 
up  their  own  churches  and  worshipped  their 
own  gods  and  graven  images.  Under  these 
conditions  the  Lord  called  a  man  out  of  the 
land  of  the  Chaldees  and  sent  him  into  the 
land  of  Canaan,  promising  him  great  bless- 
ings and  his  posterity  after  him,  through 
obedience  to  the  Lord's  commandments. 
To-day  we  call  that  people  Israel.  But  in 
course  of  time  Israel  also  rebelled.  They 
would  not  listen  to  their  prophets,  so  they 
were  scattered  over  all  the  face  of  the  earth 
for  their  rebellion.  This  has  been  the  his- 
tory all  through  the  ages,  because  men  be- 
came carnal,  sensual,  and  devilish. 

One  of  the  ancient  prophets  on  this  con- 
tinent, speaking  of  our  day,   said  : 

But,  behold,  in  the  last  days  or  in  the 
days  of  the  Gentiles — yea,  behold  all  t he- 
nations  of  the  Gentiles  and  also  the  Jews, 
both  those  who  shall  come  upon  this  land 
and  those  who  shall  be  upon  other  lands, 
yea,  even  upon  all  the  lands  of  the  earth, 
behold,  lhe\'  will  be  drunken  with  iniquity 
and  all  manner  of  abominations — 

And  when  that  day  shall  come,  they 
shall  be  visited  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  with 
thunder  and  with  earthquake,  and  with  a 
great  noise,  and  with  storm,  and  with 
tempest,  and  with  the  flame  of  devouring 
lire.  (II  Xephi  27:1-2.) 
The  Lord  saw  fit  to  restore,  after  a  great 
apostasy,  the  truth  of  the  gospel  through 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.       He  sent  angels 
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from  his  presence-.  In  fact,  this  great  pro- 
phet was  visited  by  both  the  Father  and  the 
Son  and  was  given  authority  to  commence 
this  great  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  time 
and  to  teach  the  truth  of  the  everlasting 
gospel  because  again  men  had  turned  away 
from  the  truth  to  the  worship  of  their  idols 
:\\u\  the  practice  of  false  doctrines.  They 
have  set  up  churches  of  their  own  where  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  not  found.  The  Lord 
sent  out  his  missionaries  in  the  beginning 
Of  his  dispensation  to  preach  the  restored 
gospel,  and  he  said  to  them  that  he  was 
sending  them  with  this  message  of  truth 
among  the  "congregations  of  the  wicked"; 
and  this  he  repeated  many  times.  In  a 
revelation  given  in  October,  1830,  when  the 
Church  had  been  restored  hut  six  months, 
the    Lord   said  this  : 

Lor  verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you  that 
ye  are  called  to  lift  up  your  voices  as  with 
the  sound  of  a  trump,  to  declare  my  gos- 
pel  unto  a  crooked  and  perverse  genera- 
tion. 

For  behold,  the  held  is  white  already 
to  harvest ;  and  it  is  the  eleventh  hour, 
and  the  last  time  that  I  shall  call  labourers 
into  ni)-  vineyard.  (D.  and  C.  33:2-3.) 
By  the  "  last  time  "  the  Lord  meant  the 
Dispensation    of   the    Fulness   of   Times. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  instructed  his 
hrethren  and  informed  them  of  the  calami- 
ties that  were  to  come.  He  warned  the 
world  of  its  wickedness,  and  he  told  these 
good  men  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve,  who 
were  associated  with  him,  that  because  of 
the  wickedness  of  the  world  and  its  corrup- 
tion, destruction  would  come  upon  it.  Some 
of  these  brethren  say  that  as  he  told  them  of 
these  things  he  wept  as  our  Saviour  wept 
when  he  looked  upon  Jerusalem.  President 
Wilford  Woodruff,  speaking  of  this  testi- 
mony and  this  warning  to  the  world  which 
the  Prophet  had  seen  in  vision  of  things 
which  weri'  coming  upon  the  earth,  said  : 
1  I  heard  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  bear 
his  testimony  to  these  events  that  would 
transpire  in  the  earth,"  and  after  predict- 
ing that  they  were  now  at  our  doors,  he  said 
also:  "  We  cannot  draw  a  veil  over  the 
events  that  await  this  generation.  Xo  man 
that  is  inspired  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of 
God  can  close  his  ears,  his  eyes,  or  his  lips, 
to  these  things-."  I  think  we  have  no  right 
to  close  our  ears,  and  we  have  no  right  to 


he     silent     and    shut     our    e\  is     against     the 
warnings  that  the  Lord  lias  given  and  p'.ai  ed 

before    us    which    we    are    commanded    to 

declare   to  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
Again   the   Lord   says  : 

For  all  flesh  is  corrupted  before  me  ; 
and  the  powers  of  darkness  prevail  upon 
the  earth,   among    the  children   of   men,   in 

the  presence  of  all  the  hosts  of  heaven — 
Which  causeth  silence  t<>  reign,  and  all 

eternity     is    pained,    and    the    angels    are 

waiting   the  great   command   to   reap  down 

the    earth,    to    gather    the    tares    that    they 

may  he  burned  ;  and,  behold,  the  enemy  is 

combined.      (D.   and  C.   38:11-1:L> 

I    heard    President    Wilford    Woodruff    in 

this   stand,    this    same   place   where    I    stand, 

bear  witness  as  he  had  done  in  other  places, 

in    1893,    and    up   to    the    time   of   his   death, 

that  the  angels  who  had  been  waiting  to  go 

forth  to  reap  down  the  earth  had  now    been 

sent  upon  that  mission  and  they  were  in  the 

earth.         Therefore,    he    said,    we    may    look 

for   calamities,    for    destruction,    for    plague 

and   bloodshed.        Now    let    me   read   a    little 

to  you  by  way  of  warning,  something  given 

by   prophecy   to    Xephi   concerning   our  own 

day.     Speaking  to  the  people  who  are  living 

now,  he  said  : 

O  the  wise,  and  the  learned,  and  the 
rich,  that  are  puffed  up  in  tin-  pride  of 
their  hearts,  and  all  those  who  preach 
false  doctrine,  and  all  those  who  commit 
whoredoms,  and  pervert  the  right  way  of 
the  Lord,  wo,  wo,  wo  he  unto  them,  saith 
the  Lord  God  Almighty,  for  they  shall  be 
thrust  down  to  hell  ! 

Wo  unto  them  that  turn  aside  the  just 
for  a  thing  of  naught  and  revile  against 
that  which  is  good,  and  say  that  it  is  of 
no  worth?  For  the  day  shall  come  that 
the  Lord  God  will  speedily  visit  the  in- 
habitants of  the  earth  ;  and  in  that  day 
that  they  are  fully  ripe  in  iniquity  they 
shall  perish. 

But  behold,  if  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  shall  repent  of  their  wickedness  and 
abominations  the}"  shall  not  be  destroyed, 
saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts. 

But  behold,  that  great  and  abominable 
church,  the  whore  of  all  the  earth,  must 
tumble  to  the  earth,  and  great  must  be 
the  fall  thereof. 

For    the    kingdom    of    the    devil    must 
(Continued  on  page  94.) 
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SPIRITUAL    SAFETY 

By  CHARLES  A.   CALLIS  Of  The  Council  Of  The  Twelve 

Address  delivered  al  the  Sunday  morning  session  of  the  llGth  annual  general  conference, 

April  7,  194G,  in  the  Tabernacle. 


I  AM  deeply  conscious  thai  without  God's 
help  I  can  do  nothing.  A  frequent  re- 
currence to  fundamental  principles  will  in- 
crease the  strength  of  the  Church. 

When  I  speak  about  a  recurrence  to  fun- 
damental principles  increasing  the  strength 
of  the  Church,  1  think  this  is  applicable 
also    to    the    national    government    and    die 
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state  governments.  If  we  would  return  to 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion Of  the  United  States  and  observe  them 
more  closely,  "  it  would  from  mam-  a 
blunder    free    us,    and    foolish    notion." 

The  secret  of  the  strength  of  this  great 
Church  is  the  personal  testimony  that  tin- 
members  enjoy — the  testimony  of  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

Our  spiritual  safety  is  secured  by  stay- 
ing1 on  the  main  stream,  that  stream  of 
living  truth  that  Hows  by  the  throne  of  God. 
It  is  sad  to  see  men  spiritually  wrecked  by 
being  washed  ashore  by  Immaterial  cross- 
currents and  spend."  all  the  voyage  of  their 


life  bound  in  shallows  and  in  miseries."  If 
we  keep  on  the  main  stream,  we  are  going 
to  finish  our  mission  on  earth  in  a  manner 
pleasing  to  the  Lord. 

Shakespeare   said  : 
Hut   'tis  strange  : 

And  oftentimes,  to  win  us  to  our  harm, 
The    instruments    of    darkness    tells    us 

truths, 
Win  us  with  honest  trifles,   to  betray  \s 
In  deepest  eonsequence. 

Why  should  men  be  so  unstable  that  the}' 
will  run  after  every  will-o-the-wisp, 
tempted  by  plausible,  deceptive  theories? 
The  devil  himself  is  plausible;  he  ean 
assume  a  pleasing-  shape.  He  can  fashion 
himself  -into  resembling  an  angel  of  light, 
and  he  ean  cite  scripture  to  suit  his  purpose. 

Every  truth  essential  for  the  salvation 
of  the  people  of  God  is  deeply  imbedded  and 
enshrined  in  the  glorious  plan  of  salvation. 
The  instruments  of  darkness  approach  us 
by  the  way  of  flattery.  They  will  say  : 
"  You  are  all  right;  you  are  a  pretty  good 
man,  and  the  gospel  is  true."  Then  they 
will  say:  "  But  the  First  Presidency  of  the 
Church  are  wrong."  Against  such  appeals 
let  us  guard  ourselves  lest  we  be  "  betrayed 
in  deepest  consequence."  I  testify  to  you 
in  humility  and  in  the  inner  sureness  given 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  from  the  days  of 
Adam  there  has  never  been  a  First  Presi- 
dency with  more  power  and  authority  to  act 
in  the  name  of  God,  for  the  salvation  oi 
man  than  the  present  First  Presidency, 
whom  we  love  and  sustain. 

I  love  President  George  Albert  Smith, 
a  friend  of  man.  You  cannot  associate  with 
him  without  being  impressed  with  a  Christ- 
like  feeling.  I  love  President  J.  Reuben 
Clark,  Jr.,  a  wise  counsellor,  a  statesman, 
and  a  man  devoted  to  the  work  of  God.  I 
love  President  David  O.  McKay,  a  Christian 
gentleman,  made  by  his  religion,  filled  with 
the  spirit  of  godliness  and  desirous  of  help- 
ing the  children  of  God. 

I  repeal,  from  the  clays  of  Adam  no  First 


August,  1940. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER. 


!W 


Presidenfcy  of  the  Church  has  ever  exercised 
more  authority,  and  the  rigfhl   to  bless  the 

children  of  men,  thai!  the  Presidency  ihai 
are  sealed  on   tliis  stand. 

Brethren   and   sisters,    why   do   we   want 

missionaries?  They  are  sent  out  lor  a  pur- 
pose. It  is  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
the  way  for  ilit-  second  coming  of  the  Son 
of  God.  1  recall  the  history  of  that  greal 
apostolic  delegation  that  went  to  Greal 
Britain :  Brigham  Young,  Heber  C.  Kim- 
ball, Willard  Richards.  George  A.  Smith, 
and  others.  They   went    to   that    foreign 

country  without  purse  and  without  scrip. 
A  man  giving  them  a  lilt  in  his  wagon 
was  accosted  by  a  passer-by  who  said,  as 
he  looked  at  the  ghostly  appearance  Of  these 
missionaries,  who  were  sick,  who  were 
leaving  their  families  in  sickness  and  in 
poverty :  "  Mister,  what  graveyard  have 
you  been   robbing?  " 

Lei  us  pause  here  a  moment  lor  reflection. 
Brigham  Young,  Heber  C.  Kimball, 
Willard  Richards,  Ceorge  A.  Smith  were  no 
weaklings.  They  were  men  among  nien. 
Do  you  for  a  moment  think  that  these  stal- 
wart men,  these  men  of  God,  would  have 
undertaken  that  long  and  perilous  journey 
unless  they  knew,  deep  down  in  their  hearts, 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghosl  that  this 
Church  was  founded  by  the  Lord? 

We  are  rilled  with  hope  and  faith.  We 
are  looking  and  praying  for  the  glorious 
second  coming  of  the  Son  of  God.  When 
the  apostles  looked  steadfastly  toward 
heaven  as  Jesus  ascended  to  heaven,  two 
men  in  white  apparel  said  : 

.  .  .  Ye  men  of  Galilee,  why  stand  ye 
gazing  up  into  heaven?  this  same  Jesus, 
which  is  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven, 
shall  so  come  in  like  manner  as  ye  have 
seen  him  go  into  heavent  (Acts  1  :11.) 
He    will    rule    the    world    with    truth    and 

grace 
And   make  the  nations  prove, 
The  glories  of  His  righteousness 
And  wonders  of  His  love. 
This  promise  of  a  visible,  certain   return 
of   the    Messiah    made   the    apostles    happy, 
and   they   rejoiced   in   the  knowledge  of  the 
second   coming-,   just   as  we   rejoice   to-day. 
Tennyson  caught  a  flash  of  the  vision  of 
Christ's   reign   as   King  of   kings   and   Lord 
of  lords,   from  the   rivers   unto   the   ends   of 
the  earth,  when  he  said  : 


For    I    dipt    into   the   future,    far  as   human 

ey  e  could   see, 
Saw    the   vision   of   the    world,   and   all   the 

wonders  that   would  be  :   .    .   . 
"fill  tlu-  war  drum  throbbed  no  longer  and 

the  battle  flags  were  fulled. 
In  the  Parliament  of  Man,  the  Federation 

of   the    world. 
There    the    common    sense    oi    most    shall 

hold  a   fretful  world  in  aw  e, 
And  the  kindly  earth  shall  slumber;  lapped 

in  universal  law. 
When  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  comes,  he  is 
going  to  inaugurate  the  millennium.  War 
will  cease  J  enmity  shall  disappear;  and  the 
King  of  kings  shall  reign  as  onlv  Christ 
can  reign,  in  the  midst  of  and  over  a  world 
of  peace.  Barbaric  war  shall  end  forever. 
What  heavenly  joy  in  the  contemplation  and 
in  the  future  enjoyment  of  this  blessed  con- 
dition !  Oh,  what  hope  there  is  in  this 
majestic  event.  You  mothers  who  mourn 
the  loss  of  your  brave  boys  who  went  to 
save  the  world  for  freedom  will  be  compen- 
sated in  the  resurrection1.  Even  now, 
though  you  know  your  sons  have  made  the 
supreme  sacrifice,  you  still  are  listening  for 
the  sound  of  returning  feet. 

It  will  be  a  pity  if  this  United  Nations 
organization  shall  fail  to  harvest  the  fruits 
of  this  victory  which  was  won  by  the  shed- 
ding of  rivers  of  blood.  May  the  Lord 
grant  them  wisdom;  may  they  listen  to 
peace,  and  the  call  of  peace.  May  they 
have  the  Golden  Rule  always  before  their 
eyes;  and  in  their  hearts  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  who  shall  come  to  the  earth  as  the 
Prince  of  peace. 

The  Apostle  Paul  said  : 

.  .  .  the  Lord  himself  shall  descend 
from  heaven  with  a  shout,  with  the  voice 
of  tlii'  archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of 
God  :  and  the  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise 
first:  Then  we  which  are  alive,  and  re- 
main shall  be  caught  up  together  with 
them  .in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  I^oril  in 
the  air:  and  so  shall  we  ever  be  with  the 
the  Lord.  Wherefore  comfort  one  another 
with  these  words.  (I  Thess.  4:16-18.) 
The  last  prayer  in  the  Bible  reads  as 
follows  : 

Behold.  I  come  quickly.  (Rev.  3:11.) 
And  John  prays,  as  we  to-day  pray  : 
Even  so  [blessed  Lord]  come  quickly. 

(Rev.  22:20.) 
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Come    and    stop    lliis    carnage    and    misery. 

God  grant  that  this  gospel  may  be  preached 

to  the-  great  Russian  people  and  to  "  every 
nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue,  and 
people." 

Oh,  Father,  send  Jesus  Christ  quickly, 
that  the  millennial  reign,  the  golden  rays 
of  which  are  already  brightening  the  hills 
of  coming  time,  shall  begin  that  we  may 
rest  and  reign  with  Christ  Oil  earth  a 
thousand  years,  I  humbly  pray,  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ.        Amen. 

The  Field  is  White — From  page  91. 

shake,  and  they  which  belong  to  it  must 
needs  be  stirred  up  unto  repentance,  or 
the  devil  will  grasp  them  with  his  ever- 
lasting chains,  and  they  be  stirred  up  to 
anger,  and  perish  ; 

For  behold,  at  that  day  shall  he  rage  in 
the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men,  and  stir 
them  up  to  anger  against  that  which  is 
good. 

And  others  will  he  pacify,  and  lull  them 
away  into  carnal  security,  that  they  will 
say:  All  is  well  in  Zion  ;  yea,  Zion  pros- 
pereth,  all  is  well^and  thus  the  devil 
cheateth  their  souls,  and  leadeth  them 
away  carefully  down  to  hell. 
(This  has  reference,  if  you  please,  largely 
to  those  who  are  in  Zion.) 

And  behold,  others  he  flattereth  away, 
and  telleth  them  there  is  no  hell ;  and  he 
saith  unto  them  :  I  am  no  devil,  for  there 
is  none — and  thus  he  whispereth  in  their 
ears,  until  he  grasps  them  with  his  awful 
chains,  from  whence  there  is  no  deliver- 
ance. 

Yea,  they  are  grasped  with  death,  and 
hell;  and  death,,  and  hell,  and  the  devil, 
and  all  that  have  been  seized  therewith 
must  stand  before  the  throne  of  God,  and 
be  judged  according  to  their  works,  from 
whence  they  must  go  into  the  place  pre- 
pared for  them,  even  a  lake  of  fire  and 
brimstone,  which  is  endless  torment.  (II 
Nephi   28:15-23.) 

There  is  much  more  that  I  would  like  to 
present  if  time  would  permit.  Let  me  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  world  is 
not  growing  better.  If  I  may  be  pardoned 
for  the  expression:  We  need  not  "  kid  " 
ourselves  into  thinking  that  this  world  is 
growing  better.        If  so,    then   the   prophe- 


cies have  tailed.  This  world  lo-dav  is  lull 
of  wickedness.  That  wickedness  is  increas- 
ing. True,  there  are  many  righteous  people 
scattered  thrOUghoul  the  earth,  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  search  them  out  and  give  unto  them 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  bring  them 
out    of    Babylon.  The    Lord    has    said    to 

them:  "  Go  ye  out  of  Babylon,"  which  is 
the  world. 

Now    the    Lord    has    said    this    is    the    last 
time  the  gospel  should  be  given  to  men  and. 
his  servants  should  cry  nothing  but   repent- 
ance, and  he  has  further  said  : 

For  behold,  the  field  is  while-  already  to 
harvest;  and  it  is  the  eleventh  hour,  and 
the  last  time  that  I  shall  call  labourers 
into  my  vineyard. 

And  my  vineyard  has  become  corrupted 
every  whit;  and  there  is  none  which  doeth 
good  save  it  be  a  few ;  and  they  err  in 
many  instances  because  of  priestcrafts,  all 
having  corrupt  minds. 

And  verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  that 
this  church  have  I  established  and  called 
forth  out  of  the  wilderness.  (D.  and  C. 
33:3-5.) 

And  for  what  purpose  is  the  gospel 
preached?  To  bring  the  peolpe  to  a  know- 
ledge of  the  truth  and  as  a  witness  before 
the  end  of  the  world  shall  come  or  the  end 
of  wickedness.  Even  before  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Church,  back  in  1829,  the  Lord 
drew  attention  by  revelation  to  the  preach- 
ing of  his  servants,  and  he  said  : 

And  their  testimony  shall  also  go  forth 
unto  the  condemnation  of  this  generation 
if  they  harden  their  hearts  against  them. 
(D.  and  C.  5  :18.) 

This  was  said  more  particularly  in  refer- 
ence to  the  testimonies  of  these  men  who  are 
witnesses  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  their 
testimony    has    gone    forth    through    all    the 
world.        But  this  is  also  true  of  the  testi- 
monies   of   all    others    who   have    gone   forth 
to  preach  the  gospel.       Then  the  Lord  adds  : 
For  a  desolating  scourge  shall  go  forth 
among  the   inhabitants  of  the   earth,   and 
shall  continue  to  be  poured  out  from  time 
to  time,  if  they  repent  not,  until  the  earth 
is  empty,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  are 
consumed  away  and  utterly  destroyed  by 
the  brightness  of  my  coming. 

Behold,  I  tell  you  these  things,  even  as 
(Continued  on  page  97.) 
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Elders  Assigned  to  the  South  African  Mission 


IT  is  with  a  great  deal  of  rejoicing  that  #c 
are  able  to  announce  the  appointment  of 

Missionaries  to  the  South  African  Mission 
and  they  can  be  expected  to  arrive  in  the 
next  two  or  three  months.  Most  of  the 
Saints  will  recall  the  memories  and  condi- 
tions that  took  all  the  Elders  from  the 
country  and  the  active  proselyting  work 
ceased  except  that  which  could  be  done  by 
the  members  of  the  Church. 

History  was  made  with  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Elders  and  during  the  six  years  of  their 
absence  history  has  also  been  made  by  the 
members  of  the  Church.  Several  of  the 
Branches  were  officered  by  the  Elders  and 
they  served  as  District  Presidents.  Much 
of  the  responsibility  of  the  Mission  rested 
upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Missionaries. 

To  many,  November,  1940,  seemed  a  dark 
hour  for  the  Mission  but  under  the  wise  and 
able  leadership  of  President  Folland  the 
responsibilities  carried  by  the  Elders  was 
shifted  from  them  and  given  to  the  local 
brethren  of  the  Priesthood  of  the  Mission, 
and  during  the  intervening  years  they  have 
carried  the  work  forward  in  an  admirable 
way. 

When  the  Elders  left  many  friends  and 
some  members  lost  their  interest  in  the 
Church.  "  They  returned  to  their  nets 
and  their  contact  with  the  Church  has 
been  almost  completely  lost.  The  most 
remarkable  growth  and  strength  has  come 
to  the  many  Saints  who  have  been  willing 
to  "  put  their  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and 
push  along."  Their  testimonies  of  the 
divinity  of  the  Mission  of  the  Saviour  and 
of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  have  gained 
strength  as  their  service  has  increased. 
During  these  years  as  throughout  the 
Church  the  tithing  and  fast  offerings  have 
more  than  doubled.  This  alone  is  the  surest 
indication  of  the  increased  rich  blessings 
that  are  being  enjoyed  by  the  members  who 
prize  their  heritage  in  the  restored  latter- 
day  work. 

The  brethren  of  the  Priesthood  have  been 
a  wonderful  source  of  help  and  strength  to 
the  members  of  the  Districts  anil  Branches. 
With  the  return  of  the  Elders  in  the  near 
future  that  help  and  strength  will  be  in- 
creased and   this  will  bring  the  joy   of   the 


knowledge  of  the  Gospel  to  many  mure  thai 

have  not  had  the  privilege  of  receiving  it- 
You  will  note  increased  activity  is  expected, 

not    only    with    the   added    strength   of   the 

Missionaries  but  every  bearer  of  the  Priest- 
hood, every  officer  and  teacher  and  every 
member  of  the  church  are  expected  to  carry 
their  full  share  of  work  in  spreading  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel.  The  injunction  of  the 
.Saviour  is  that  "  he  that  is  warned  let  him 
warn     his     neighbour."  Any     Latter-day 

Saint  who  fails  to  be  the  active  living 
example  of  the  teachings  of  the  Church  de- 
tracts just  that  much  from  the-  wonderful 
blessings  he  or  she  might   receive. 

It  is  desired  that  the  otlieers  of  every 
Branch  will  do  their  utmost  to  carry  on  the 
affairs  of  the  Church  under  their  jurisdiction. 
By  so  doing  the  Elders  will,  in  a  large 
measure,  be  left  free  to  do  their  duties  in 
carrying  the  Cospel  to  those  who  have  not 
had  the  opportunity  of  hearing  the  "  Clad 
tidings  of  great  joy."  In  the  Church 
organization  provision  has  been  made  for 
the  local  brethren  of  the  Priesthood  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  the  Districts  and  Branches 
and  the  Elders  are  thus  able  to  devote  their 
full  time  to  proselyting  activities  under  the 
direction  of  a  supervising  Elder. 

Four  Elders  are  assigned  and  will  be  wel- 
comed at  Cumorah  soon  and  as  they  become 
acquainted  with  the  work  others  will  follow 
until  our  forces  are  fully  strengthened. 
This  is  glad  news  for  all.  As  their  num- 
bers increase  they  will  be  assigned  to  the 
various  branches  of  the  Mission  and  the 
work  of  the  Lord  will  spread. 

Word  from  the  Church  headquarters  in- 
dicate that  since  hostilities  have  ceased 
Missionary  forces  in  the  various  missions 
have  increased  from  350  to  more  than  1,500 
and  that  large  numbers  are  responding  to 
the     calls     \or     missionary     work.  In     a 

recent  letter  one  brother  said  he  had  "  never 
seen  the  spirit  of  missionary  work  more 
manifest     than     at     present     time.  The 

Missionary  Home  is  far  too  small  to  hold 
those  who  are  eager  to  go  on  Missions."  It 
is  hopefully  expected  that  the  largest  num- 
ber of  Missionaries  in  the  history  of  the 
Church  soon  will  be  in  the  held.  Watch  the 
growth   that   will   follow. 

J.   B.   S. 
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DISTRICT    HIGHLIGHTS 


Transvaal  District. 

Norman    G.    Muir,    1 19,    Kitchner   Avenue, 
Bcz  Valley,  Johannesburg:. 

Sunday,  July  7th,  the  District  Presidency 
visited  with  the  Brummer  family  in  Ver- 
eeniging  and  while  there  organized  a  Home 
Sunday  School  with  Willie  Brummer  as 
teacher  and  Susanna  Brummer  secretary.  It 
is  our  hope  they  too  will  enjoy  the  same 
fine  success  the  other  Home  Sunday  .Schools 
are  enjoying".  The  District  Presidency  con- 
tinue to  visit  the  various  branches  and 
report  a  good  spirit  and  attendance  at  the 
meetings. 
Raman  Branch. 

Evan   P.  Wright,  7,  Christine  Avenue, 
Cyrilderie,  Johannesburg. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  District  Presi- 
dency the  Ram  ah  Branch  Presidency  was 
reorganized.  Brother     Donly,     Brothers 

Wright  and  Larsen  as  counsellors  and 
George  Ganter  (Jr.)  clerk  were  honourably 
released.  Expressions  of  sincere  appre- 
ciation and  gratitude  for  the  past  faithful 
services  were  extended  to  each  one. 

The  new  Presidency  is  Evan  P.  Wright 
president,  Wendall  Larsen  and  Bernie 
Hubert  counsellors  and  Alvira  Phipson 
branch  clerk.  Our  very  best  wishes  to  the 
new  leaders. 

July  19,  a  caberet  social  was  held  in  the 
Kensington  Hall.  It  was  a  real  success 
socially  and  financially.  Much  credit  is  due 
to  the  committee  and  all  who  helped  to  make 
it  such  a  lovely  affair. 

A  fine  baby  girl  was  born  to  Sister  Cecily 
Reckas,  July  17th.  She  and  her  husband 
are  very  proud  of  her.  On  Jul}'  1st  Brother 
and  Sister  Wendall  Larsen  became  the 
happy  parents  of  their  second  child,  another 
lovely  girl. 
Springs  Branch. 
Reaford    Putter,    67,    oth    Street,    Springs. 

Sister  Mavis  Louw  has  recently  been 
appointed  .'Genealogical  Supervisor  for  the 
branch.  Brother     and     Sister     Hancock, 

Yalorie  and  Niel  are  vacationing  in  Durban. 
June  13,  a  son  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Sister 
Jakobus  A.  J.  Hanekom  and  on  14th  July 
was  blessed  and  named  Albertus  Jakobus 
Hanekom  by  Brother  I.  C.  Louw.  Sunday, 
23rd  June,  Brother  I.  C.  Louw  blessed  and 


named  his  son  Lewis  Brian  Louw. 
Liahona  Branch. 

Ariel  T.   Smith,   61,    Victoria  Street, 
Rosettenville,  Johannesburg. 

On  June  24th  a  lovely  baby  girl  was  born 
to  Brother  and  Sister  Ariel  T.  Smith.  They 
feel  richly  blessed  for  her  presence.  North 
Western,  Pretoria  and  Krugersdorp  Bran- 
ches report  good  meetings.  From  Satur- 
day evening,  July  6th,  to  Monday  morning, 
the  15th,  President  Sharp  paid  a  surprise 
visit  to  the  District  during  which  time  he 
attended  meetings  in  the  North  West, 
Springs,  Liahona  and  Ramah  Branches  and 
was  present  during  the  reorganization  of  the 
Ramah     Branch.  In     Pretoria     President 

Sharp  and  Brother  Evan  P.  Wright  were 
able  to  meet  Interior  and  Immigration  De- 
partment officials  and  arrange  necessary 
details  for  the  entry  of  the  missionaries  that 
have  been  appointed  to  come  to  this  mission. 
They  were  very  courteously  received  and 
wish  to  gratefully  acknowledge  their  very 
kind  and  helpful  attitude. 
Durban  Branch. 

Louis  Duncan,  187,  Montpelier  Road, 
Durban. 

June  20th  a  bonny  baby  boy  was  born  to 
Brother  and  Mrs.  Michael  S.  Smith  and  on 
June  30th  a  fine  baby  boy  was  born  to  Mr. 
and  Sister  Cecil  Wiblin.  Brother  Robert 
K.  F.  Doller  was  a  visitor  for  a  few  days 
from  Port  Elizabeth  ;  he  was  the  speaker 
in  the  Durban  Branch,  Sunday  evening, 
June  30th.  Sister  John  Moore  is  confined 
to  bed  for  several  weeks. 
East  London. 
B.    A.    T.    Jubber,    5,    Xahoon   View   Road. 

Brother  B.  A.  T.  Jubber  has  been  in  hos- 
pital seriously  ill.  The  marriage  date  for 
Miss  June  Broster  and  Lance  Jubber  is  set 
for  August  3rd.  After  a  honeymoon  trip 
to  Durban  and  Cape  Town  they  expect  to 
make  their  home  in  Windhoek,  SAY. A., 
where  he  has  been  transferred  by  the  Rail- 
ways. 

Port  Elizabeth. 

Robert   K.   F.    Doller,    IS,   Caithness  Road, 
Walmer,  P.E. 

In  a  letter  Brother  Doller  reports  a  safe 
arrival  home  after  an  18  day  visit  with 
friends  and  relatives  in  Cape  Town,  Johan- 
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nesburg,   Durban  and  Naauwpoort.     While 
in  Naauwpoort  he  celebrated  his  63rd  birth- 
day with  his  son  Otto  and  family. 
Cape  District. 

Dan  Cherrett,    14,  Serpentine  Road, 
Pinelands. 

June  30ih  a  very  interesting  District  Con- 
ference was  held  and  attended  by  the  largest 
number  of  friends  and  members  lor  tin-  pasl 
two  years.  Encouraging  reports  were  given 
from  all  the  organizations,  At  a  baptismal 
service  Walter  Mack  (  nerrelt  Park  and 
Rosa  van  Schalkwyk  were  baptized. 
Mowbray  Branch. 

Alvin   Park,   "  St.  George's  Villa,"    Forest 
Road,   Rondebosch. 

We  are  pleased  to  welcome  Alfred  Shelver 
back  to  the  Branch.  Me  has  been  in  the 
Transvaal  lor  several  months  attending  a 
trade     school.  Gerald     (iilbcrson      is     in 

Bloemfontein  lor  a  holiday  as  well  as  being 
there  on  the  doctor's  orders.  Our  Mission- 
ary Brother  Jakins  is  labouring  in  this 
branch  for  a  few  weeks  prior  to  returning  to 
the  Grahamstown  and  East  London  Dis- 
trict. Brother  Alwin  Hubert  was  in 
Johannesburg  for  a  month  on  business  and 
was  later  joined  by  his  wife  Sister  Agnes 
Hubert  and  together  enjoyed  visiting  there 
many  friends  and  relatives.  They  made 
the  journeyed  by  air  and  enjoyed  the  thrill 
of  riding  the  "  Skymaster." 

During  the  month  the  Primary  Associa- 
tion held  a  Pioneer  social  for  all  the 
children  and  they  had  an  afternoon  of  km 
with  games  and  refreshments.  July  '23  the 
Mowbray  Branch  entertained  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  District  at  a  very  delight- 
ful party  of  programme,  refreshments  and 
dancing. 

The  Field  is  White. — From  page  94. 

1    also    told    the   people   of    the   destruction 
of  Jerusalem  ;  ami  my  word  shall  be  veri- 
fied  at    this   time   as   it    hath    hitherto   been 
verified.     (D.  and  C.   :>  :19,  20.) 
The  Lord  has  placed  upon  us  the  responsi- 
bility   to    preach     the    gospel,    but     there    is 
another  great  responsibility.     I  think  some 
of  our   missionaries   have   had   an    idea    that 
all  we  had  to  do  was  to  make   friends,   and 
if  they  wanted  to  come  in  the  Church,   well 
and    good,    and    the    missionaries    have    not 
realized    that    they    were    under    the    obliga- 
tion   to   leave   a    warning,    ami    it    is   just    as 


necessar)  that  we  warn  the  world  as  it  is  to 
declare  the  waj  ol  eternal  life.       The  Lord 

said  to  the  missionaries  who  went  out   in  the 

early  days  : 

That  ye  mav  be  prepared  in  all  things 
when  1  shall  send  you  again  to  magnify 
the  calling  whereunto  I  have  called  vou, 

and  the  mission  with  which  I  have  com- 
missioned you.  Behold,  I  sent  vou  out 
to  testily  and  warn  the  people,  and  it  be- 
COmeth  every  man  who  hath  been  warned 
to  warn  his  neighbour.  Therefore,  they 
are  left  without  excuse,  and  their  sins  are 
upon  their  own  heads.  (D.  and  C. 
88:80-82.) 

Every  missionary  who  goes  out  should  see 
to  it  that  hi'  leaves  bis  testimony,  so  that 
he  will  be  free  as  the  Lord  has  declared  he 
should  be  in  section  four  of  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants;  and  so  that  every  man  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact  should  be  warned 
and  left  without  excuse,  and  thus  the  blood 
of  every  man  may  be  upon  his  own  head. 
If  vou  think  the  world  is  getting  better, 

just  observe  and  witness  the  vulgarity  and 
the  n ear.- approach  to  indecency  that  we  find 
published  in  some  pictorial  magazines  and 
so  frequently  on  the  screen.  Think  of  the 
corruption  and  the  debasing  conditions  due 
to  the  indulgence  in  liquor  and  tobacco  and 
other  narcotics  and  drugs.  Think  of  the 
immorality  which  is  so  prevalent  throughout 
the  country.  We  are  made  aware  of  the 
evils  which  existed  in  our  army  camps  by  the 
reports  in  the  papers,  the  magazines,  and 
from  the  lips  of  our  own  boys  who  have  re- 
turned. Now  pressure  is  brought  upon  us 
to  bring  to  pass  the  compulsion  of  our  youth 
at  the  lender  years  when  they  are  most  im- 
pressionable, and  force'  them  into  military 
camps  where  they  will  have  no  protection, 
or  very  little,  from  the  vices  which  ate  so 
prevalent  in  army  camps.  I  want  to  say  to 
you,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  for  one,  I  am 
opposed   to   it  ! 

Now  let  us  s^o  forth  and  preach  this  gos- 
pel with" the  understanding  that  we  have  the 
dual  responsibility  of  bearing  witness  and 
leading  the  righteous,  the  honest,  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  then  leaving  all 
others  without  excuse,  by  the  witness  which 
we  bear  to  them. 

1  ask  it  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Amen. 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations    for 

September,    1946 

SACRAMENT   GEM. 

Help  us,  o  God,  to  realize 
The  great  atoning1  sacrifice 
The  gift  of  thy  beloved  Son 
The    Prince   of   Life   the    Holy   One. 

GOSPEL  DOCTRINE. 
Hear  O  ye  heavens  and  give  ear  O  earth, 
and  rejoice  ye  inhabitants  thereof,  for  the 
Lord  is  God  and  beside  him  there  is  no 
Saviour.  Great  is  his  wisdom,  marvellous 
his  ways,  and  the  extent  of  his  doings  none 
can   find  out.      Doc.   and  Coy.    76 — 1   and  2. 

GOSPEL   MESSAGE. 

Though  I  speak  with  the  tongue  of  men 
and  of  angels,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am 
become  as  sounding  brass,  or  a  tinkling 
cymbal.       I  Cor.  13  :1. 

SENIORS. 

But  if  there  be  no  resurrection  of  the 
dead,  then  is  Christ  not  risen  :  And  if  Christ 
be  not  risen,  then  is  our  preaching  vain, 
and  your  faith   is  also  vain. 

I   Cor.    13:13-14. 
JUNIORS. 

For  we  must  all  appear  before  the  judge- 
ment seat  of  Christ  ;  that  every  (me  may 
receive  the  things  done  in  his  body,  accord- 
ing to  that  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good 
or  bad.       II  Cor.  5:10. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

But  when  thou  doest  alms,  let  not  thy 
left  hand  know  what  thy  right  hand  doeth  : 
That  thine  alms  may  be  in  secret  :  and  thy 
Father  which  seeth  in  secret  himself  shall 
reward  thee  openly. 

PRIMARY. 

I  love  the  Lord  in  heaven 
And  though  I  cannot  sec, 

His  loving  form  and  features, 
Yet  He  is  watching  me. 

KINDERGARTEN 

I  do  believe  that  Jesus  hears 
A  little  child  who  prays. 
I  do  believe  that  with  His  love 
He'll  watch  o'er  us  always. 

who  gave  us  life  here,  has  also  given  us  life 
hereafter — us,  and  all  men,  and  all  those  we 
love  and  cherish.  "...  Believcst  thou  this? 
.  .  .  Yea,  Lord:  I  believe.  .  .  ."  (John 
11  :26  and  27.) 
Used  by  permission — The  Improvement  Era. 


Branch  Teacher's   Message, 
September,   1946 

ON  LIVING    FOREVER 

IT  is  a  good  thing  occasionally  to  examine 
the  reasons  for  some  of  the  things  we 
do.  Customs  and  habits  are  relatively 
easy  to  make  and  relatively  difficult  to 
break.  And   among   our   most   persistent 

habits  and  customs  are  those  which  have 
to  do  with  traditional  days  and  seasons,  one 
of  which  is  Faster.  Some  of  its  symbols 
have  loomed  large  in  our  minds.  The  rab- 
bits and  the  baskets  and  the  eggs  and  new 
spring  attire  are  among  the  sure  signs  of 
its  coming,  and  all  add  their  colour  to  the 
season.  But   there  would  have  to  be   a 

greater  purpose  than  this  to  justify  per- 
petuating Easter.  That  purpose,  of  course, 
to  many  of  us,  is  to  commemorate  the  re- 
turn from  death  to  life  of  Jesus  the  Christ, 
the  "  first-fruits  of  the  resurrection,"  by 
whose  triumph  over  death  all  mankind  have 
the  assurance  of  a  like  coming  forth  from 
the  grave — all  of  which  faces  us  squarely 
with  these  facts:  Either  this  event  as  wit- 
nessed and  recorded  in  history  is  true  or 
it  is  not.  Either  men  are  immortal  or  they 
are  not.  Either  we  ourselves  shall  pass 
through  death  to'  life  and  shall  come  forth 
again  by  resurrection  or  we  shall  not.  Such 
issues  are  not  to  be  compromised.  They 
are  true  or  they  are  false..  Of  course,  we 
are  free  to  believe  what  we  want  to  believe. 
It  is  quite  reasonable  that  men  should  be. 
reluctant  to  accept  what  the}'  cannot  ex- 
plain, and  it  is  certainly  true  that  no  man 
now  living  can  explain  the  process  of  resur- 
rection. But  then  who  is  there  among  us 
to  explain  how  life  came  to  be  in  the  first 
place — and  who  is  there  to  deny  that  we 
live?  If  we  should  have  to  give  up  every- 
thing that  men  cannot  explain,  we  should 
have  to  give  up  much  indeed,  including  lite 
itself.  But  it  is  fortunate  that  neither  truth 
nor  God  is  limilted  by  man's  understanding. 
If  they  were,  we  might  expect  nature  and 
tin-  universe  to  be  in  the  same  chaos  as  arc 
man's  own  affairs.  Fortunately,  they  arc- 
not.  And  so  we  accept  this  day  in  recog- 
nition of  the  truth  that  if  a  man  die  he 
shall  rise  again.  That  we  should  live  for- 
ever is  surely  no  greater  miracle  than  that 
we  should  live  at  all — for  that  same  Power 
(Continued  bottom  previous  column.) 
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BY  GOluV 


Make  it  a  Date. 

''  I  want  to  know  what  I'm  best  fitted  for. 
Should  I  go  to  a  palmist  or  a  mind  reader;-' 

"  Better  choose  a  palmist — von-  know  you 
have  got  a  mind." 

Boy's  Life. 

□  Q 

Dependent  on   Breaks. 

"Get  me  my  broker,  Miss  Jones.'' 
••  Yes,  sir — stock  or  pawn? 

Boy's  Life. 

□  a 

A  Shade  on. 
■•  Was    it    liot    where    yon    spent    your    vaca- 
tion? " 

"  Terrible  and  no  trees.  We  took  turns  sit- 
ting in  each  other's  shadows." 

Hoy's  Life. 

Please. 
"  I  can  go  with  any  girl   I  please."  remarked 
Windy   Bill. 

"Yes.''  saiil  John.  "'  You  can  u;o  with  any- 
one you  please,  but  you  don't  please  any  "I 
them." 

Hoy's  Life. 
Q    n 

Try  Again. 

Husband:  "I  have  to  discharge  that  chauffeur 

of  mine.        Ho  almost  killed   me  tour  times." 
Wife:    "Oh.    give    him   another  chance." 

Boy's  Life. 
a    a 

The  Change  made  a  Change. 

"   Why    SO    sad?  " 

'"  I      picked     np     a     folded      pound      note     this 

morning  in  a  tram  and  as  nobody  claimed  it.   I 
split  it  fifty-fifty  with  a   fellow  beside  me  who 

had   seen   the  hill  about  the  same  time   as  T  did 
but   wasn't  as  near  to  it  as   I   was." 

"  What's   sad  about   tliat  :J  " 

"  Well,  you  see.  T  found  out  later  that  it  was 
my  own  note  that  T  bad  dropped." 

Bov's  Life. 


President  Benson  Coming.— From  page  89. 
to  attend  as  many  of  the  meetings  as 
possibile.  This  may  require  sacrifice  for 
some  to  travel  i<>  the  places  designated 
above  but  can  assure  you  it  will  be  a  verj 
worthy  sacrifice  and  one  thai  you  will  be 
blessed  for  making.  1  doubt  thai  any  one 
is  bold  enough  to  say  when  we  shall  ever 
have  this  wonderful  opportunity  again.  It 
is  therefore  our  paramount  duty  to  make 
the  most  of  the  privilege  that  is  now  to  be 
ours.  Presidenl  Benson  is  most  anxious  to 
meet  all  friends  and  members  possible. 

He  and  his  secretary,  Frederick  W  • 
Babbel,  have  been  to  all  the  large  rem  res 
of  the  church  in  Europe.  Under  his  super- 
vision the  great  quantities  of  Church  Wel- 
fare commodities  have  and  arc  being  distri- 
buted to  the  need\  church  members.  They 
have  seen  the  destructions  of  the  war  and 
have  learned  of  many  marvellous  blessings 
and  manifestations  received  by  those  who 
have  been  faithful  and  carried  on  the  work 
of  the  Lord  and  the  affairs  of  the  church 
during  the  dark  years  of  war  and  struggle. 

Now  that  this  opportunity  is  to  be  ours  it 
is  desired  and  expected  that  every  member 
will  take  advantage  of  all  the  meetings 
possible  and  receive  the  instructions  he  will 
want  to  gi\  e  to  us. 

President  Benson  Will  be  met  in  Durban 
and  accompanied  throughout  the  tour  of  the 
Mission    by    President    and   Sister   Sharp. 

J.  B.  S. 
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The  Wide  Gate  to  Spiritual  Destruction 


\A/ IIKX    Jesus    came    down     from    the 
▼  -▼        mountain  where  he  had  delivered 

the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  he  went  to 
Capernaum  and  met  an  officer  in  the 
lioman  army.       This  centurian  beseedhed 

him  to  heal  his  servant  who  was  seriously 
ill.  Jesus  volunteered  to  go  to  the  sick 
man  and  heal  him,  hut  the  centurian  feel- 
ing he  was  not  worthy  to  have  Jesus  enter 
his  house,  said  "  But  speak  the  word  only 
and  my  servant  shall  be  healed."  When 
Jesus  heard  that  remark,  he  marvelled  and 
said  to  those  about  him,  "  I  have  not  found 
so  great  faith — no,  not  in  Israel." 

What  an  indictment  of  Israel  was  this 
saying.  Jesus  was  sent  to  the  House  of 
Israel  as  their  Messiah  and  yet  a  Roman 
soldier  brings  forth  evidence  of  more  faith 
than  the  Master  had  found  in  Israel.  This 
was  most  significant  in  view  of  what  he  next 
said,  and  in  view  of  his  later  commandment 
to  the  Twelve  to  preach  the  gospel  to  all 
men — not  only  to  the  House  of  Israel — but 
to  every  creature  under  heaven. 

While  the  Roman  stood  by  awaiting  aid 
as  the  Lord  marvelled  at  his  faith  the 
Saviour  said :  ' '  And  I  say  unto  yon  that 
many  shall  come  from  the  east  and  west 
and  shall  sit  down  with  Abraham  and  Isaac 
and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  But 
the  children  of  the  kingdom  shall  be  cast 
out  into  outer  darkness ;  there  shall  be 
weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth."  (Matt. 
8:11,  12.) 

What  did  he  mean?  Were  the  "  children 
of  the  Kingdom  "  to  lose  their  heritage  and 
see  others  from  distant  parts  take  their 
places'?  What  could  make  them  lose  their 
position  in  the  Kingdom  of  God?  Only 
one  thing — disobedience  brought  on  by  lack 
of  faith,  disinterest  or  a  desire  for  things  of 
this  world.  They  could  not  serve  two 
masters.  Where  their  treasure  was,  their 
heart  was.  If  the  gospel  was  not  a  trea- 
sure to  them,  certainly  their  hearts  would 
not  be  in  it  nor  in  the  idea  of  giving  service 
to  the  Church. 

Yet  to  lose  one's  position  in  the  Kingdom 


is  a  most  serious  thing. 

Parents  in  Zion,  especially  should  be  con- 
cerned about  the  Saviour's  remark  that 
the  children  of  the  Kingdom,"  who  arc 
not  faithful,  "  shall  be  cast  out  into  outer 
darkness  "  while,  "  many  shall  come  from 
the  east  and  west  and  shall  sit  down  with 
Abraham  and  Isaac  and  Jacob  in  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven." 

It  is  the  wrork  of  the  Church  to  invite  all 
to  come  unto  Christ,  and  to  carry  the  gos- 
pel unto  all  nations,  that  many  may  truly 
come  "  from  the  east  and  west  "  to  par- 
take of  the  blessings  of  the  Kingdom,  for 
indeed  we  are  a  missionary  church. 

But  while  we  do  this  work,  we  must  in 
no  wise  allow  our  children — who  are  indeed 
the  "  children  of  the  Kingdom  " — to  lose 
interest  and  faith  and  be  divested  thereby 
of  their  place  in  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Are  we  as  a  people,  are  we  as  families— 
as  fathers  and  mothers  and  brothers  and 
sisters — careful  to  keep  our  loved  ones  in 
the  fold?  Are  we  as  officers  of  the  Church 
sufficiently  interested  in  the  membership  of 
our  organizations  to  labour  with  those  who 
are  not  active,  who  make  up  the  rolls  of 
our  absentees  ? 

To  fail  to  keep  our  religious  obligations  is 
to  become  inactive  hi  the  Church.  In- 
activity leads  to  termination  of  our  asso- 
ciation with  Saints,  and  to  new  association^ 
apart  from  the  Lord's  organizations.  In- 
activity and  alien  associations  both  lead  to 
separation  from  the  Kingdom  and  thus 
some  lose  their  places  in  that  Kingdom. 

Inactivity  in  the  Church  is  the  great, 
wide  gate  which  leads  to  spiritual  destruc- 
tion, through  which  the  "  children  of  the 
Kingdom  "  depart.  Xo  effort  should  be 

spared  to  save  our  membership  who  are  not 
active,  in  the  Church. 

Remember  that  the  worth  of  souls  is 
great  in  the  sight  of  God,  .  .  .  and  how  great 
is  his  joy  in  the  soul  that  repenteth. 
Wherefore  you  are  called  to  cry  repentance 
unto  this  people."     (D.  and  C.  18.) 
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